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BRIEFS
Bridging East and West
Nippon Life bestows major gift to strengthen Japanese legal studies at U-M

T

he Law School has received a $1.2
million gift from the Nippon Life
Insurance Company of Japan to
support teaching and research in Japanese
legal studies. The gift will endow a professorship for the teaching of Japanese
law. It also will fund grants to faculty and
students who work with the holder of that
professorship and provide money for the
acquisition of additional Japanese legal
texts for the Law Library.
The gift will enable the Law School to
continue and enhance its longstanding
and "close connection with Japan, which
has involved courses in comparative and
Japanese legal studies, a library collection
of more than 10,000 Japanese legal texts,
and a graduate law program that attracts
top-notch Japanese legal scholars," noted
Dean Lee C. Bollinger. Japanese students
have been studying at the Law School
almost since it first opened its doors.
Two members of the class of 1878 were
Japanese; two of the first six recipients of
the Master of Laws degree in 1890 came
from Japan.
Professor Whitmore Gray, who for
more than 20 years has been active in the
field of Japanese legal studies and has
played a major role in building the Law
School's reputation in that field, pointed
out that the Law School has "a tradition
of having Japanese students here, and that
American students have become increasingly interested in Japan. Moreover, the
U-M is well known in Japan as the place
where the first center of Japanese studies
was established in the United States."
Each year, six to ten Japanese come to
the Law School to study as visiting research scholars or in the Master of Laws
program. Over the years, 15 students have
come from the Nippon Life Insurance
Company. Others have come from trading
and manufacturing companies, banks,
and government agencies. Many Japanese

Law School graduate Masatoshi Nishikawa, U.M. '76, and Yoshinari Deshimaru, executive
vice-president, Nippon Life Insurance Company, formally present the company's major gift to
Dean Lee C. Bollinger.

law professors have also come for degree
study or to conduct research.
The Law School offers a wide range of
courses in Japanese law. Gray has taught
an introductory course on Japanese law,
and over the years teachers from Japan
have come to the Law School to teach
courses on Japanese criminal law, international litigation, and international trade.
Last year Koichiro Fujikura, a leading
scholar from the University of Tokyo,
visited the Law School and taught an
introductory course on Japanese law
emphasizing environmental issues.
In recent years, Professors Gray,
Bollinger, Jessica Litman, Alfred Conard,
Theodore St. Antoine, and James J. White
have visited Japan and have lectured to
university and bar groups.
Michigan's alumni in Japan include

members of the Japanese Supreme Court
(including a former chief justice), many
officials in the Ministry of Justice, and
members of the leading law school faculties and law firms in Japan.
The Nippon Life Insurance Company's
gift inaugurates a campaign by U-M
alumni in Japan to raise funds to support
legal studies at Michigan. Funding will be
sought to support increased opportunities
for U.S. students and faculty to visit Japan. Bollinger and Gray recently met with
a committee of alumni in Japan to discuss
plans for the fund-raising effort. New
funding will make it possible to increase
these opportunities for professional contacts. Michigan students have also gone
on to do graduate work at Japanese universities, and funding is being sought to
support such study.
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Yearbook becomes journal
School's international law journal has new name, format

I

t used to be known as the Michigan

Yearbook of International Legal
Studies - a single, hardbound vol-

ume published annually, with articles
grouped around a single theme.
Now, the name has changed and the
tempo quickened. With ' 89-'90, the publication has gone quarterly, under a new
title: the Michigan Journal of Interna-

tional Law.
"The students and faculty are well
pleased with this new launch, and we
expect this journal to soon take its place
among the three or four best international
law journals in the country," said John H.
Jackson, the Hessel E. Yntema Professor
of Law and adviser to the journal.
The first two issues in the new format
are tribute volumes dedicated to the late
Professor William W. Bishop Jr., who was
affiliated with the Law School for more
than 50 years. Bishop was a co-director
of International Legal Studies at the Law
School, editor in chief of the American
Journal of International Law for almost a
decade, and author of International Law
Cases and Materials, a widely used textbook on international law.
"Dedicating the first volume of the
new format to him was a way of linking
Michigan's great past with the new venture," said Thomas A. Brusstar, former
journal editor in chief.
Brusstar said the new journal format,
which was approved by the Law School
faculty last year, will be more flexible,
broaden the scope of the publication, and
allow for more timely publication of
articles.

Current editor Andy Horne with copies of the journal then and now.
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